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DECLARATION OF'RIGHTS OF -

NEGRO PEOPLES OF THE WORLD

lum&rwmwrnz-llmr:&nﬂdw
w-mhuumnh-g&rwxund«daw we demand
and insist on the following Declaration of Rights:

1. “Be it known to all men that whereas, all men are
created equal and entitled to the rights of life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness, and because of this we, the duly
elected representatives of the Negro peoples of the world,
invoking the aid of the just and Almighty God to declare
all men, women and children of our blood throughout the
world free citizens, and do claim them as free citizens of
Africa, the Motherland of all Negroes."

2. “That we believe in the supreme authority of our
race in all things racial; that all things are created and
given to men as a common possession; that there should
be an equitable distribution and apportionment of all such
things, and in consideration of the fact that as a race we
are now deprived of those thi dlll are morally and
legally ours, we believe it right such things should
kmuirdwheubx-hmmuw-ibh“

therefore, should not be deprived of any of those rights or
privnegu common to other human beings.”

4. “We declare that Negroes, wheresoever they form a
community among themselves, should be given the nghl
to elect their own representatives to represent them in
legislatures, courts of law, or such institutions as may

exercise control over that particular community.”

5. “We assert that the Negro is entitled to even-handed
justice before all courts of law and cquity in whatever
country he may be found, and when this is denied him on

account of his race or color such denial is an insult to the
race as a whole and should be resented by the entire body
of Negroes.”

6. “We declare it unfair and prejudicial to the rights

dhz‘r—-&-.mm wherr they «xist in consider- |

able numbers to be tried by a judge and jury composed
tntirely of an alien race, but in all such cases members
of our race are entitled to representation on the jury.”

7. “We believe that any law or practice that tends to
deprive any Wfrican of his land or the privileges of free
citizenship within his country is unjust and immoral, and
no native should respect any such law or practice.”

8. “We declare taxation without representation unjust
and tyrranous, and there should be no obligation on the
= part of the Negro to obey the levy of a tax by any law-
making body from which he is excluded and denied repre-
sentation on account of his race or color.”

9. “We belicve that any law especially directed against
the Negro to his detriment and singling him out because
of his race or color is unfair and immoral, and should not
be respected.”

10. “We belicve all men entitled to common human
respect, and that our race should in no way tolerate any
insults that may be interpreted to mean disrespect o
our color.”

11. “We deprecate the use of the term ‘nigger’ as
applied to Negroes, and demand that the word ‘Negro® be
written with'a capital W'

Drafted and Adopted at Convention Held in
New York, 1920, Over Which Hon. Marcus
Garvey Presided as Chairman, and at

Which He Was Elected Provisional
President of Africa

12. “We belicve that the Negro should adopt every
means to protect himself against barbarous practices
inflicted upon him because of color.”

13. “We believe in the freedom of Africa for the Negro
people of the world, and, by the principle of Europe for
the Europeans and Asia for the Asiatics, we also demand
Africa for the Africans at home and abroad.”

14. “We believe in the inherent right of the Negro to
possess himself of Africa, and that his possession of same
shall not be regarded as an |ll’ﬂl|m on any claim or
purchase made by any race or nation.”

of Africa, and we place on record our most solemn dec-
laration 1o reclaim the treasures and possession of the vast
continent of our forefathers.”

16. “We believe all men should live in peace one with
the other, but when races and nations provoke the ire of
other races and nations by amempting to infringe upon
their rights, war becomes inevitable, and the atempt in
any way to free one's self or protect one’s rights or heritage
becomes justifiable.”

17. “Whereas, The lynching, by burning, hanging, or
any other means, of human beings is a barbarsus practice,
and a shame and disgrace to civilization, we thercfore
declare any country guilty of such atrocities outside the
pale of civilization.”

18. “We protest against the atrocious crime of Wiip-
ping, flogging and overworking of the native tribes of
Africa and Negroes everywhere. These are methods that
should be abolished, and all means- should be taken
prevent a continuance of such brutal practices.”

19. “We protest against the atrocious practice of
shaving the heads of Africans, especially of African
women or individuals of Negro blood, when plucd in
prison as a punishment for crime by an alien race.”

20. “We protest against lt[lﬂlﬂltd dmnm, separate
puhl industrial Iynchings
and limitations of political privileges of any Negro citizen
in any part of the world on account of race, color or
creed, and will exert our full influence and power against
all such."

21. “We protest upm- any punishment inflicted upon
a Negro with scverity, as against lighter punishment in-
flicted upon another of an alien race for like offense, as an
-aolwqudmnndm;uum.mdﬂmldbemudby
the emm race.”

22, “We protest against the system of education in any
mrlrywhﬂthmumdumdlhe-mepmﬂegumd
advantages as other races.”

23, “We declare it n!mndmluruzboywl
Negroes from industries and labor in any part of the
world.”

24, “We believe in the doctrine of the freedom of the
mohlnllyptmmlh

various parts of the world, and call upoanmzmy-
wh:ml{)mlployallauihbkmunpmeundl
u

5. “We further demand free speech universally for
all men."

26. “We hereby protest against the publication of
scandalous and inflammatory articles by an alien press
tending to create racial strife and the exhibition of picture
films showing the Negro as a cannibal.”

27. “We believe in the self-determination of all
peoples.t

28. “We declare for the freedom of religious worship.”

29. “With the help of Almighty God, we declare our-
selves the sworn protectors of the honor and virwe of our
women and children, and pledge our fives for their protece .. -
tion and defense here, and under all ci
from wrongs and outrages.”

30. “We demand the right of unlimited and unpreju-
diced education for ourselves and our posterity forever.”

31. “We declare that the teaching in any school by
alien teachers to our boys and girls, that the alien race is
superior w the Negro race, is an insult to the Negro
people of the workd.”

32, “Where Negroes form a part of the citizenry of
any country, and pass the civil service cxamination of such
country, we declare them entitled to the same considera-
tion as other citizens as to appointments in such civil
service,”

33. “We vigorously protest against the mcmnnzly
unfair and unjust treatment accorded Negro travelers on

- “handd s ooz by the caents and employees. of xailroad and .

steamship companies and insist that for equal farg we
receive equal privileges with travelers of other races.™

34. “We declare it unjust for any country, State, or
nation to enact laws tending to hinder and obstruct the
free immigration of Negrocs on account of their race
and color,

35. “That the right of the Negro o travel unmolested
throughout the world be not abridged by any person or
persons, and all Negroes are called upon 0 give aid to a
fellow-Negro when thus molegted.”

36. “We declare that all Negroes are entitled 10 the
same right to travel over the world as other men.”

37. “We hereby demand that the governments of the
world recognize our leader and his representatives chosen
by the race to look after the welfare of our people under
such governments.”

38. “We demand complete control of our social insti-
tutions without interference by any alicn race or races.”

39. “That the colors, Red, Black and Green, be the
m&on of the Negro race.”
40. “Resolved, That the anthem, *Ethiopia, Thou Land
of Our Fathers,' etc., shall be the anthem of the Negro
ace®

§

PerspectivasAfro, 3/1, julio-diciembre (2023), p. 186



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

